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lifetime was reached; they did not acknowledge their borrow-
ings, for plagiarism was not considered an offence. A writer
like Lambert of Hersfeld, in the second half of the eleventh
century, had ample opportunities for acquiring knowledge of
events, since Hersfeld was a royal abbey and was frequently
visited by the king and other personages. He had access
to a good library, and shows it in his use of classical writers
such as Livy, Sallust, and Lucan. His writing is tedious
because of the rhetoric in which he delights, and untrust-
worthy because of his violent bias against the king, Henry
IV. But he has some excellent passages, such as his account
of Henry's journey over the Alps to Canossa, which is not
imitated from Livy and can only have been derived from the
stories of eyewitnesses. A good instance of a monastic
historian in the early twelfth century is Orderic, a monk of
St. Evreul in Normandy, whose history of the abbey and of
contemporary events gives us an excellent picture of the life
of the period. Later in the twelfth century an outstanding
writer was bishop Otto of Freising, uncle of Frederick Barbar-
ossa. His Chronicon contains a philosophy of history based
on St. Augustine's City of God; he sees little but gloom in
the past, which is depicted as leading naturally to the age
of Anti-Christ and the approaching end of the world. Of
more historic interest is his Gesta Frederici I, which contains
some descriptive writing of high quality; after 1156 his
work was continued by Rahewin, a more pedestrian scribe,
though his wealth of documentary material makes him even
more useful as .a historian.

Biographies Much of the historical writing took the form of biographies,
of which Suger's life of Louis VI is the most distinguished
example. The Lives of the Saints sometimes afforded a
model for the type of pure panegyric, but often biographies
were little more than a form of annals, the annalist telling
the tale of his monastery by recording the doings (gesta) of
its abbots. Of the same type was the Liber Pontificates, the
official series of lives of Popes, which were enlarged and
brought up to date by cardinal Boso in the second half of
the twelfth century. The most notable work of this kind
. was the Gesta of the archbishops of Hamburg (Bremen) by
Adam of Bremen in the second half of the twelfth century,
which gives an interesting account of missionary work among